Rental checklist
What to look for to get a warm, dry, healthy home.

☐☐

DOES IT GET SUN?

Check all rooms get natural light and that the house
isn’t shaded by banks, trees or buildings. If you’re
looking in summer, remember the sun is lower in
winter (which means some rooms could get less
sunlight and some more).
☐☐

IS IT DRY, NOT DAMP?

Look for mould on windowsills and the backs of
curtains. Do a sniff test of the closets and, if the home
is furnished, under beds.
☐☐

DOES IT HAVE ANY INSULATION?

☐☐

DOES IT HAVE ANY HEATING IN LIVING AREAS?

Ask for a copy of the insulation statement. It tells you
what insulation the home has and must be in every
new tenancy agreement.

If it’s got a heat pump or woodburner, you’re probably
on to a good thing.
☐☐

DOES IT HAVE CURTAINS?

☐☐

DO BATHROOMS AND KITCHENS HAVE
EXTRACTOR FANS?

Curtains help keep heat in and cold air out. If it has
curtains, great. If not, check there are tracks so you
can hang curtains yourself.

A lot of moisture builds up in bathrooms and
kitchens, so look for extractor fans. If the rental
doesn’t have any, check windows in these areas open.
☐☐

DO THE WINDOWS OPEN IN ALL ROOMS?

Check windows are in good condition and that they
open. If they don’t, you’ll struggle to air out the home.
Rotting or soft-to-touch window frames could also
mean moisture issues.

☐☐

ARE THE DOORS IN DECENT CONDITION?

☐☐

DO DRAIN PIPES AND GUTTERING LOOK OK?

☐☐

ARE OBVIOUS REPAIRS NEEDED?

☐☐

DOES IT HAVE SMOKE ALARMS?

☐☐

NOTES

If they’re soft to touch or rotting, the house probably
has moisture issues.

Missing or broken drain pipes and guttering mean
they’ll be problems when it rains. Also check to see if
you can spot any water pooling under or around the
home

If you see things needing repair, raise it with the
person taking you through the property. Find out if
there’s a timeframe for repair, and if not, note the
problems on the tenancy agreement. Landlords must
maintain rentals in a reasonable state.

It’s now a law. They should be on all levels of the home
and within three metres of bedrooms.

