
BOARD ELECTION  2016

Thank you for responding to the call for 
nominations to our Board. From those received, an 
independent nominations consultant has selected 
six candidates. Two are current members seeking 
re-election. Information about each candidate is 
listed on the back of this sheet.

This year there are two vacancies on the seven-
person Board. The successful candidates will be 
appointed for a three-year term starting in June 2016. 
The results of the election will be announced at the 
Annual General Meeting to be held at 12.30pm on 
Friday 24 June 2016 at Consumer NZ, Level 1, 204 
Thorndon Quay, Wellington.  All current financial 
members are invited to attend.

The five continuing Board members are:

Paul Larson  
Pharmacist, Dunedin

Ann Court  
Councillor, Far North District Council, Kerikeri

Marie Shroff  
Former Privacy Commissioner, Wellington

Jon Duffy 
Trade Me Head of Trust and Safety, Wellington 

Oscar Alpers  
Lawyer, Christchurch

If you have a paid subscription to Consumer 
magazine, consumer.org.nz, or a subscription to both 
at the time voting closes, you are entitled to vote 
once for up to two candidates in this election.

All current members at the time voting closes on Tuesday 7 June 2016 are invited to vote.  
Candidate information and your postal voting form are available overleaf.

To send a postal vote 
  The ballot paper is overleaf.

  Tick the box beside the names of the candidates 
you choose. Vote for not more than two 
candidates.

  When you have made your choice please write 
your subscription number or name and address 
on the envelope.  Your subscription number 
can be found on any invoice or renewal notice 
we’ve sent you.  It is also on the mailing label of 
Consumer magazine.

  Cut off the ballot section of the page and post 
it (unfolded please) to the Election Secretary, 
Consumer NZ, Private Bag 6996, Marion Square, 
Wellington 6141.

Important information:
  Please choose one voting method only —
 by email link or by post.

  DO NOT include subscription payments or any 
other correspondence with your postal vote as 
envelopes will not be opened before Wednesday  
8 June 2016.

  Please write your subscription number or name 
and address on the outside of the envelope.  If you 
are not a current member, and if your subscription 
number or name and address are not written on 
the envelope, your vote is not valid.

  The election results will be published in Consumer 
magazine and online at www.consumer.org.nz.

All paid members will receive an email containing 
information about the candidates with a link to 
vote. The ballot paper will also be available at www.
consumer.org.nz. All magazine members receive 
the ballot paper with their May magazine.



CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION                                          
TO THE BOARD OF CONSUMER NZ
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“The current chair of Consumer NZ, 
I’m from an IT business and non-profit 
background. I’m the CEO of Big Buddy, 
a not-for profit, mentoring organisation. 
I’m passionate about people power, 
especially the impact people can have on 
the commercial world when we are well 
informed and act collectively.”
As well as chairing the Consumer NZ 
Board, Richard is interested in the 
wider scope of risk management and 
sustainability for non-profits. He runs 
his own media and communications 
business, is an author, a marriage 
celebrant and is IT and web savvy.

“Being involved with Consumer NZ 
motivates me because my career choices 
have been underpinned by customer-first 
values. I’m passionate about financial 
empowerment, especially for women, and 
good governance. It would be a privilege 
to bring my professional director skills to 
Consumer’s Board table to help it be even 
more effective for members.” 
A Chartered Member of the Institute 
of Directors, Melanie is currently Head 
of Governance & Investor Oversight at 
Trustees Executors. Previously Melanie 
held senior roles at the Financial Markets 
Authority, ANZ Bank and was on the 
Evaluation Panel for Default KiwiSaver 
Provider Selection. She has represented 
NZ on a United Nations Environment 
Programme Committee. Melanie is also 
Chair of the Nominating Committee for 
Guardians of NZ Superannuation Fund.

“I have a passionate interest in consumer 
issues and long experience as a consumer 
advocate. As Deputy Chairperson of the 
Consumer NZ Board, former Green MP, 
Safe Food Campaigner, Wellington Regional 
Councillor, I want to build a strong community 
of engaged, well-informed consumers.”
Sue has extensive governance experience 
including as: a Capital and Coast Health 
Board member; Director of Wellington City 
Council’s Capital Holdings for eight years; an 
MP for 12 years – chairing the Health Select 
Committee for three years; a Wellington City 
Councillor for eight years; Board Member 
and past President of UN Women NZ and 
Chair of the UN’s Women’s Empowerment 
Principles Committee in NZ.

“I bring expertise in consumer law, 
excellent advocacy knowledge, and strong 
connections with consumer groups. With 
global executive director experience, my 
board, legal and compliance experience will 
enable me to make a rich contribution to the 
Board of Consumer NZ, and its membership.”
Kate spent over six years as General 
Manager of Competition at the Commerce 
Commission, where she oversaw 
many consumer initiatives, including 
enforcement, advocacy to consumers and 
traders, and contribution to consumer 
legislation reform. Kate has a Masters in 
Law from the University of Edinburgh, and 
previous global roles as executive director 
in global investment banks, with a focus 
on compliance.  She is a Board member of 
the Cancer Society and a member of the 
Institute of Directors.

“With a background in marketing, business 
development, advertising and committed to social 
responsibility, I will bring passion for consumer 
advocacy with a strong foundation in business 
and brand strategy. I have a deep interest in 
sustainability and avoiding toxins in consumer 
products, and welcome the opportunity to engage 
more New Zealanders in these issues.” 
Claire’s key expertise is strategic brand 
marketing. She currently leads sponsorship 
acquisition for New Zealand Rugby. Her 
background includes product marketing, 
business development, sponsorship and 
advertising. Claire is trustee of a charity 
supporting young people and the environment, 
and director of a start-up focused investment 
trust. Having worked in marketing in NZ, 
Japan and France, including for Saatchi & Saatchi, 
she holds an Honours Degree in Management.

“I have over 10 years’ experience as a board 
director and have worked in the commercial, 
not-for-profit and state sectors.  My primary 
consumer interests are in crowd-sourcing, 
advocacy, and regulatory resilience.  I am 
committed to a ‘fair go’ for all New Zealand 
consumers.” 
Paul is a Chartered Member of the New 
Zealand Institute of Directors and has 
been involved with a number of diverse 
boards. He has a strong background in 
strategic planning and business planning, 
and has managed significant government, 
commercial, and not-for-profit projects.  He 
has varied experience in both regulatory 
and advocacy areas, and would relish the 
opportunity to work with the Board of 
Consumer NZ. 

Candidates
Richard Aston

Melanie Hewitson

Sue Kedgley

Katherine Morrison

Claire Richardson

Paul Sullivan

Please write your subscription number or name and address 
on the outside of an envelope or your vote won’t be valid. 
Enclose the ballot paper in the envelope and post it to:

Election Secretary
Consumer NZ
Private Bag 6996
Marion Square
Wellington 6141

It should reach us no later than 5pm Tuesday 7 June 2016.

Vote for not more than 
TWO candidates

POSTAL 
VOTE 2016

*RICHARD ASTON 
AUCKLAND

*SUE KEDGLEY 
WELLINGTON

MELANIE HEWITSON 
AUCKLAND KATHERINE 

MORRISON 
WELLINGTON

CLAIRE RICHARDSON 
AUCKLAND

PAUL SULLIVAN 
AUCKLAND


